The Story of British Diplomacy
attaches reach a total of twelve, of whom one is allotted to the whole American continent, and the rest to Europe. So, too, with the six naval attaches now existing; one is transatlantic, the remaining five European. There are, too, commercial attaches, five in all, all stationed in Europe.
In theory, of course, every British embassy abroad and its precincts stand on British soil. Self-sufficiency, as well as inviolability, was one of the ideas associated with the residence of England's representative in capitals beyond sea. Hence the sanctuary rights which soon grew up round the embassy; the gross abuse of these afterwards called for their curtailment before their abolition. In early days, beneath the ambassador's roof there were accumulated stores of all the necessities of daily life. The embassy, in fact, was not only a house, but a settlement, self-contained so completely that its inmates seldom needed to supply their wants from local traders. Spiritual and physical needs were both provided for. To-day the embassy doctor is generally confined to Oriental posts such as Constantinople, Teheran and Tokio, where a medical man is paid by the State to attend the mission. In all other cases embassy doctors are purely honorary. The embassy chaplain as a State servant is a Church of England clergyman. Should the ambassador belong-to any other communion, he would, at his own charge, find a minister of his particular faith. The diplomatic posts now equipped with chaplains are Athens, Berne, Christiania, Copenhagen, Constantinople, The Hague, Madrid, Munich, Paris, Stockholm, Tokio, Vienna.
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